

New South Central Regional Growth Partnership
I am delighted to announce that Andy Dunkley has been appointed as the first Chair of the RFU’s new South Central Regional Growth Partnership Board.  
What are the Regional Growth Partnership Boards?
For many club volunteers, the Regional Growth Partnership Boards will be new.
Seven boards are being established across England as part of changes to how the RFU supports the growth of community rugby. Their focus is specifically on growth – bringing more people into rugby and creating the partnerships and investment that can support that ambition.
They are intended to bring together people from within rugby alongside expertise and organisations from outside the game, helping regions identify opportunities that might be difficult to unlock at individual club or county level.
This could include attracting new funding and investment, developing partnerships, identifying new playing opportunities and coordinating activity where working across a wider geography makes sense.
The South Central Region covers the following Constituent Bodies (CBs):
Berkshire
Buckinghamshire
Hampshire
Hertfordshire
Oxfordshire

Along with representatives from other CBs, Berkshire RFU has been involved in developing the South Central arrangements from the outset, rather than simply waiting for the new structure to be established.
Involvement has included attending working groups on how a regional board should look and the key areas In which they should benefit a CB up to involvement in the selection process for members of the board.  
Berkshire will continue to be involved in the development of the Regional Boards and as they grow we will continue to communicate and update clubs.  
